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BALLYMOON CASTLE. 

Ballyrftoon: Castle, situated in the parish of DuBleek.»ey, 
barony of Edrqne East, and county of Carlow, is supposed 
to have beetrbuilt about the year 1096. The ruins are very 
spacious. They form a square, measuring about one hun- 
dred and twenty feet on each side. It was formerly stir. 
rounded by a inoat, now almost filled up. The interior 
has totally fallen into ruins — some traces of cross-walls re- 
maining; here and there, and the bases of a few pillars, 
scarcely distinguishable. There are two square towers — 
in the south, one, and in the -north, another. The win- 
dows, mere loop holes, are in good preservation, about 
five feet in height, four inches broad, and of a crucifix 
form attop. The entrance is on the west, by a cut-stone 
arched gateway, the upper part of which has fallen from 
its place. The main walls, which are about 31 feet in 
height, are not test than eight feet thick, and are covered 
-with earth and grass. t The centre appears to have been 
at all time* an open, uncovered area. The architecture 
is of great strength and durability. To the right, on en- 
tering, is a pointed arch ; inside which, and in the main 
wall, are some stone steps leading to a loop-bole. From this 
circumstance, some idea may be formed of the extraor- 
dinary solidity of the structure. 

Cromwelj, amongst other similar depredations, is said 
to have battered it down; although, from its low situa- 
tion, and tt»e, heights surrounding, it could never have 
been very forml&dile to an invading enemy. Some cb- 
riou* specimens of armoor, &c, and a beautiful *et ef dia- 
mond bead* was found Mine year* tack, in digging amongst 
the ruing. 



In an fcis*prjeal tale, written, at is supposed, by Ouian, 
about Ute jba> S»4 U tbe-follpwipg passage : "But the 
intrefM Jsercj, Conon, was not at this Moody battle j for, 
going to-tbe e&pration oFthe inn the preceding May, he 
was cotjotf Mfhe Leiaster troops, though be but a sin- 
gle ImurjU ($ Conneught j and his body lies interred on 
the no nfr i teit side of the dreery mountain of CaJlan, 
and over a flag is his name inscribed in (he Ogham.*' 
■ — The Ogham was a character sacred to the Drpifls, the 
alphabet of which is still preserved. The tomb of Conon 
was discovered in 1785, by the Right Honorable W. B. 
Conyngham, in company with Mr. O'Flanagan, who was 
sent from Dublin for that purpose, by the Royal Irish 
Academy. The tomb is placed on a kind of tumulus, 
and lies on an eminence above a small lake. This stone 
has long been celebrated in the county of Clare : it is of 
granite ; and the inscription is interpreted — " Beneath 
this flag is interred Conon the turbulent and swift-footed." 
Callan mountain is in Irish, " Altoir na Goiene," or altar 
of the sun. The Irish names of places have always some 
reference to locality or historical facts ; changing their 
names is therefore injudicious, as it destroys the record* 
of the past. 



Saint Piers founded a church and blessed a well at 
Llanberis in North Wales. The well now bears bis name, 
and miraculous qualities were attributed to it But the 
most lingular circumstance connected with its history in 
Utejr ffanes, is, that here a large trout has continued, for 
upwards of twenty years, and become so familiar, that it 
Mtul <s)ks%y|^worm from the hand of a poor woman, who 
seems to ; Kj5» adopted that privilege as her own. ■*'■ 



ON KINGS. 




i the account* of -fte heathen mythology, 
ivjog bees ddivered from the chains by 
which ke-'ww fattened to Mount Caucasus for stealing 
fit****** 'm»m, :m «*«J"<«7 <" r iilwowledgment of the 
ffVMf fa had received from Jupiter, made himself of one 
of tJtt>se chains a ring, in who** coih* be represented the 
figure of the rock where hfi bod. been detained; or, as 
Puny relates, set in it a bit of the same rock, and placed 
it on his finger. But we otherwise learn that the use of 
ring* is.very ancient, and that theEgyptians were tbefirstjn- 
veTj|qr* of them, and had in them the figures of their gods, 



or other hieroglyphics. Pyrrhus, king of Epirus, wore 
a ring, reputed inestimable on account of its agate, $hich 
naturally represented an Apollo holding his lyrai and 
seated in the midst of 'the Mme*. This ling bavjnjf.been 
conquered by the Romans, they kept his ring in the tem- 
ple of Concord, a* the most precious article they had 
belonging to him. It was thought that this ring was ji 
talisman. Polycrates, king of the isle of Samos, possess? 
ed a ring with an invaluable emerald set in it. This king, 
having been during his whole life favoured, by fortune, 
was willing to make a visible trial of it, by throwing |his 
ring into the sea; hut by a very surprising incident,; he 
found the ring in the stomach of a large fish thatfras 
the next day served at hi* table. This ring was also , re- 
puted a talisman, and was reposited at Rome in the royal 
treasure in the temple of Concord^with that of Pyrrhus. 
The Roman knights were distinguished from the senators 
by their gold rings. In the rime of the war between (|ar- 
thage and Rome, Hannibal, as a token of the signal victory 
he had gained over the Roman army at Cannae, sent to ($ar- 
thage three bushels of rings, taken from the finger* «Jf4hc 
nobles and Roman knights, wbo were slain on thjtjjeld 
of battle. Though the first inhabitants of EnjAd, 
Ireland, and Scotland, and the ancient Gauls, wiajra. jfec- 
customed to wear their rings on the middle finger^use 
at last prevailed among all nations, to place them bft'^hc 
finger «text to the little ope of the left baii4t >rttich 
thence »ai the same of anomlong, or ring finger;' because, 
as Macrobju* in hi* Saturnalia, Appion in bjt Egyptians, 
and after him Gelllno, say, that there is a email 'naive, 
according to the opinion of the Egyptians, which, pro- 
ceeds from the heart to th» finger. Thumb rinjfsjrere 
formerly worn, and portraits of Anne Bullen, eriovof the 
great O'Neal, earl of Tyrone, are represented witi the m. 



THE C&OJIW AND CUCJfcPO. 

i«»»«eaiSp 1 %)i naiatKH:^Afr^^. 

A cuckoo once, as cuckoos use, 
Went out upon a winter's cruise, 
Rcturn'd with the returning spring — 
The birds about, him form d a ring, 
As fluttering from his foreign flight, 
They saw him formally alight, 
With pride elate, with travel stiffj 
Upon the top of Dover ciifE 
They bid him welcome 'cross the main, 
T old England safe return'd again ; 
When, eying scornfully the strand, 
" Old England 1 yes, the land's a land 1 
But believe me, gentlemen," says he, 
" We passage fowl that cross the sea, 
Have vast advantage over you, 
That keep your native shores in view. 
The season passed I took a jaunt 
Among the isles of the Levant. 
Then 'twas my chance some weeks to be 
In that choice garden, Italy : 
But, underneath the sky's expense, 
No climate like the south of Prance ! 
You've often beard, I dare to swear, 
How plenty ortaion* are there ; 
'Tis true ; and more delicious meat, 
Upon my word, I never eat : 
Their egg* are good—it was ill luck. 
The day I had not ten to suck. *~* 
Yet, notwithstanding, to my gout, 
The bird'* the sweeter of the two." 
Tbu* prating, malapert and loud, 
A dry old chough, among the crowd, 
Sjfopp'd short his insolent career 
With, " What a chattering pie is here f 
You travell'd, Sir ; I speak to you 
Who've paw'd *o mmy countries through * 
Say, to what purpose is't you roam, 
And what improvements bring you home ? 
Ha* Italy, on which you doat, 
Changed your monotony of note ! 



